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It is a great joy to send you this newsletter!  The 2020-2021
school year was certainly one of the most challenging and unexpected 
years ever, but God was so faithful to us!

The Ice Chapel went viral this year on a scale we’ve never seen before! 
Some of the pictures got hundreds of thousands of views online, and 
the story was reported in Catholic news sources worldwide, including 
in Spanish, Portuguese, and Malayalam (in southern India).

We had almost 100 students participate in the SEEK21 Conference, a 
great Spring Break of local service to the elderly, and 6 people who 
completed RCIA! We’re making good progress on raising the money 
to renovate the Parish Hall (a key part of our MTM Campaign), and our 
first ever Digital Gala was a success!

Ever since I completed my COVID vaccination, I’ve been getting more 
and more excited to be on the road again this summer meeting alumni, 
students, parents, and friends! I hope you will join us for a cookout!

P A S T O R ’ S  N O T E

Fr Ben
H A S S E

S E C U R I T I E S  A N D  M U T U A L  F U N D S  that have increased in value 
and been held for more than one year are one of the most popular 
assets to use when making a gift to St. Albert the Great.

Making a gift of securities or mutual funds to us offers you the chance 
to support St. Al’s outreach to students while also realizing tax benefits 
for yourself.

When you make a gift like this you can reduce or even eliminate 
federal capital gains taxes on the transfer. You may also be entitled 
to a federal income tax charitable deduction based on the fair market 
value of the securities at the time of the transfer.

Gifts such as these can be made as an 
outright gift, or by placing a transfer 
on death (TOD) designation on your 
brokerage or investment account.

If you would like to help bring Christ 
to campus by supporting St. Al’s in this 
way, please contact Rhen Hoehn at            
rhen@mtucatholic.org or 906-482-5530 
for more details.

Stewardship Update
Please join us for a St. Al’s Summer Cookout! 
Whether you are alumni, friend, parent, 
current student or prospective student, we 
look forward to meeting you and hearing 
your stories. The cookouts are kid-friendly 
and take place at a park pavilion. We will 
be working hard to provide a chance to get 
together with COVID safety protocols in place. 

Monday, June 21 Milwaukee
Tuesday, June 22 Appleton
Saturday, June 27 Rhinelander 
Monday, June 28 Duluth
Tuesday, June 29 Twin Cities
Monday, July 12 Midland
Tuesday, July 13 Ann Arbor
Wednesday, July 14 Novi
Sunday, July 25 Chicago
Monday, July 26 St. Joseph 
Tuesday, July 27 Grand Rapids
Wednesday, July 28 Traverse City

To find exact times and locations for each 
event and to RSVP, visit: 

mtucatholic.org/alumni

To support St. Al’s, please visit:
mtucatholic.org/give

Help Upgrade St. Al's Parish Hall!

1963

1980s

J O I N  U S  T H I S  S U M M E R 
I N  A  C I T Y  N E A R  YO U !

These upgrades include: 
Remove and abate the asbestos-bearing tile
Upgrade the wall coverings and lighting
Address the lack of ADA-compliant bathrooms
Upgrade the kitchen, especially the cabinets and countertops

So far we have raised $61,144 toward our Matching Challenge Goal of 
$100,000!! Because of a generous challenge grant from Catholic Extension, for 
every two dollars raised we earn one dollar of the match! 

Help us to raise $100,000 by November 1, 2021 and earn the $50,000 
Catholic Extension grant!!

Your gift toward this key portion of the MTM campaign will make a difference 
and help to create a safe, accessible and welcoming space for students for 
generations to come at St. Al's! 

2018

FOR SO MANY OF OUR STUDENTS, ST. AL'S IS A HOME AWAY FROM HOME 
as they pursue their studies hundreds of miles away from their families. It is the 
place where they find or grow their faith. 

While the Chapel is the beating heart of St. Al's, so is the Parish Hall, the living room 
of the community. The parish hall is where many students first interact outside of 
Mass at donut or ice cream socials; a gathering place for homework groups and 
Bible Studies during the week; a venue for dances and talent shows on weekends.

The Parish Hall is the living room of the St. Al's community. But that room hasn't 
been updated in 60 years! A challenge grant has been awarded to help.

$100,000 goal 
by November 1st 
to receive $50,000 
challenge grant

$61,144
raised to date

Make a gift at:
mtucatholic.org/gala
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Where are they now? We catch up with two of St. Al’s former pastors: 
Fr. Al Mott and Fr. Dustin Larson ('10 '11)

Fr. Dustin Larson ’10 ’11 began his first assignment
as a priest at his alma mater.  The Michigan Tech
computer science and mathematics graduate

served as the associate pastor at St. Al’s from 2018-2020.
“Having first been a student at Tech and then going to 

seminary, then coming back, it was definitely a blessing 
to be able to jump right in because there were many 
elements of Tech's culture that I was already familiar with.”

From celebrating baptisms and confirmations to 
serving and praying with the students, Fr. Dustin says he 
was blessed to walk with so many on their faith journey 
and see the possibilities in a vibrant campus ministry.

In July 2020, he began his new assignment at Catholic 
Campus Ministry (CCM) at Northern Michigan 
University in Marquette.

“At St. Al’s, I had a good opportunity simply to 
figure out what it meant to be a priest,” he says.  “It also 
gave me a solid vision of what is possible in a campus 
ministry. Having seen so much, it helped me discern 
and cast a wide-reaching vision at CCM, a vision much 
broader than I would have imagined otherwise.”

While Fr. Dustin had been praying for a FOCUS 
(Fellowship of Catholic University Students) missionary 
team to eventually join CCM, he was surprised in 
December 2020 when he learned a team would be 
coming to work with the students, just three short weeks 
after having received the news. Having learned about 
the FOCUS model and worked with missionaries at St. 

Al’s, he says he had a good foundation to prepare for the 
team coming to CCM.  

He and the FOCUS team went to work by inviting 
students to attend FOCUS’ SEEK21 conference in a virtual 
format. More than 20 came and were eager to learn more 
about what it meant to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.

“I have seen what is possible at St. Al’s and what 
happens when people are invited to take deeper steps 
in their relationship with Jesus Christ and become 
more Christ-centered. I knew the students at NMU 
were ready for what FOCUS had to offer.”

He is also excited about more space at NMU 
including a Chapel and rooms to gather for meetings, 
Bible studies, fellowship, and more.

“Serving at St. Al’s and seeing a thriving campus 
ministry in action gave me new eyes to see how we 
can transform and evangelize at Northern in a way 
that hasn’t been done before. I’m looking forward to 
everything that God has in store!”

Fr. Dustin Larson

(Clockwise from top) Fr. Dustin helping at Winter Carnival; 
with four FOCUS missionaries serving at Catholic Campus 
Ministries; retreat time at Michigan Tech as a student.

Fr. Al Mott

(From top) Fr. Al Mott serving at the St. Francis 
Connection Center in Gwinn; with the bell he helped to 
bring to St. Al's, and Chapel Rats and the new plow truck.

During Fr. Al Mott’s service at St. Al’s, he and 
a team of helpers added much beauty to the 
campus parish. 

The group worked to bring a pipe organ to the choir 
loft at St. Al’s. Built by A. B. Felgemaker in 1882, the 
organ was housed at St. Cecilia’s parish in Hubbell, 
Michigan. That parish closed in 2007, and in 2011 the 
diocese approved plans to move the organ to St. Al’s.

Many months of work went into the organ before 
it could play and be moved to the St. Al’s choir loft. 
Stripping the cabinetry and refinishing the woodwork, 
painting the pipes, and more occurred. But Fr. Al says 
the students were so excited to play.  

yes very quickly to adding the organ to St. Al’s, but I 
didn’t know what I was saying yes to. We made it 
beautiful again with the help from so many.”

He also helped to bring a bell to St. Al’s that hangs 
outside the building and rings during consecration. 
Repairs were made to the bell before a boom truck 
lifted it to its current location. 

Other additions included adding the stained glass 
window at the front of the chapel, building a volleyball 
court, fire pit and retaining walls, and creating covered 
entrances to the Chapel. 

Fr. Al served at St. Al’s from 2009 to 2013. He then 
became the pastor at St. Anthony Parish, Gwinn and 
St. Joseph Mission, Northland. He also ministers at the 
St. Francis Connection Center, an outreach ministry of 
St. Anthony Parish.  

The Center’s mission is to build relationships that help 
people experience the Gospel of Jesus Christ active and 
present in the surrounding area. During the COVID 
pandemic, Fr. Al and a group of volunteers began to 
offer meals for people to pick up. They have served more 
than 9,000 meals. “We wanted to be able to minister to 
those in need and the meals helped so many.”

Fr. Al says his time at St. Al’s was about building his 
relationship with God and the students. 

“I loved that time. God presented opportunities and 
I responded to them. It was fun and the students loved 
helping with the projects.”

“The organ has a ‘pride of place,’ ” he said. “I said 
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A group of friends who met at St. Al’s and now 
live across the country have stayed in touch 
for more than 20 years.

“It’s not because of what we did at MTU or at St. 
Al’s, but whose we were and who we had in common- 
Jesus. That common link has held us together,” says 
Helen (Hamlin) Mantooth ’97. 

Helen and her husband Carson ’97 stay connected 
through an annual newsletter, the Powerhouse Pages 
and annual camping trips (pictured above). 

Helen says attending St. Al’s was a turning point 
in her faith. “I was excited to 
go to college and not have to 
go to Mass, because I didn’t 
own my faith (yet). But God 
works in mysterious ways 
and one of my best friends 
from fourth floor Wads 
invited me to go to Mass up 
the hill and I said 'yes'.”

That yes led her to attend 
and help with retreats, join 
Teen Ministry, and invite 
others to build their faith 
foundation. 

Favorite memories of 
Helen’s include Wednesday 
night Mass, bonfires, Winter 
Carnival, Muppet movie marathons, and disco parties. 

The Mantooths have been married for 23 years 
and have five children. Helen has served in leadership 
roles to guide others by helping to plan and run VBS 
programs and co-leading a Women’s Bible study for 
many years. 

“These were opportunities God placed in front of 
me and though I miss His whispering words often, 

I heard them when I sat in the silence. There have been 
many challenges, but my faith and friends have helped 
me through them all and I owe that to St. Al’s.”

Chris ’96 and Hollie ‘96 Jarman also met at St. Al’s and 
have stayed friends with the group. The couple married 
in 1995 and have eight children including current St. Al’s 
student leader Cora Jarman. 

When Hollie came to St. Al’s she joined the Music 
Ministry. “I wanted to make sure I would keep coming to 
Mass week after week. St. Al’s and the community became 
the place for extra-curricular activities and formed 

the best friendships of my 
college years; friendships 
that are still lasting today.”

Chris was not raised 
Catholic and says when he 
attended Michigan Tech he 
was “leery of any church, 
but was seeking a deeper 
relationship with Christ.”

Hollie invited Chris to 
Wednesday night Mass. 
He then entered the RCIA 
program with Fr. Bill Callari 
(who served at St. Al’s from 
1984-1987) and joined the 
church in 1994.

While at St. Al’s, Hollie 
and Chris served in many ministries including music, 
retreat, teen and helped with odd jobs for the elderly. 
They both agree Wednesday night Mass was a favorite 
time. 

Hollie says the relationships the group formed at St 
Al’s have been life-giving. “The friendships formed were 
authentic and lasting because they were built on the 
foundation of our faith.”

"We had a lot of fun growing up and 
growing in our faith at St. Al's."

-Helen Mantooth

St. Al's Friendships: 20 Years & Counting!

A STRONG RESPONSE TO GOD'S CALL

1. Alec Clark: Friars of the 
Immaculate, Italy

2. Brian Burtka: Society of Jesus 
(Jesuits), Midwest Province, 
Chicago, IL

3. Ben Steary: Order of Preachers 
(Dominicans), Province of St. 
Albert the Great, Denver, CO

4. Daniel LaCroix, Diocese of 
Lansing

5. James Bonar, Diocese of Lansing
6. Matthew Makarewicz, Diocese 

of Gaylord
7. Scott Pederson, Diocese of 

Superior
8. Charlie Tackman, Diocese of 

Marquette

This fall, eight men who have attended St. Al’s in recent years will 
be in formation and discerning the path to the priesthood and/or 
religious life.

Fr. Ben Hasse says this is an unprecedented surge in vocations for the 
priesthood and he is excited that St. Al’s is helping to move more men to 
discern this vocation.

“I think this exciting news will give many people new hope that the Lord 
is calling young men and women to serve the Church in radical ways.”

In future issues of the newsletter, we will share the stories of these young 
men and where God is leading them. 

Sr. Jacqueline Spaniola has been working with couples to prepare them 
for marriage, the predominant vocation to which many of our students are 
called. In the past four years since Sr. Jacqueline has been at St. Al’s, she has 
helped prepare 30 couples for marriage!

Sr. Jacqueline also has led many young ladies to Come and See weekends 
at her convent, the Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity in Manitowoc, 
Wisconsin. While 
many women 
have explored the 
religious life, St. 
Al’s doesn’t have 
any entering that 
vocation right now.

Men in Formation, Fall 2020

Prayer for 
Vocations
Heavenly Father, 
please pour forth 

an abundance of vocations 
for the Church, 

that many men and women 
may answer your call 

wherever it leads. 
Amen.

Seminary Visit, 2020
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ST. ALBERT THE GREAT UNIVERSITY PARISH
411 MacInnes Drive
Houghton, Michigan 49931-1198

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

D O  YO U  K N O W  A  N E W  S T U D E N T  S TA R T I N G  AT 
MT U  I N  T H E  FA L L ? 
Visit mtucatholic.org/new 

WA N T  A  F R E E  S T.  A L' S  T - S H I R T ? 
Visit mtucatholic.org/tshirt

V I S I T  MT U C AT H O L I C . O R G / B LO G
for more pictures and articles

C H A N G E  O F  A D D R E S S ?
Visit mtucatholic.org/address

F I N D  U S  O N  S O C I A L  M E D I A !
facebook.com/stagmtu
St. Al's Alumni and Friends

Share your memories with us!
Send to:  sarah@mtucatholic.org

CO N G R AT U L AT I O N S  to those who received Easter Sacraments at St. Al's: Zachary Peirce, Padmonabh Desai, Michael Archambo,    
Ian Menke and Russ Kinnunen. Cory Wayward (inset photo) was confirmed in mid-April.
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